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Janel is a retired public sector attorney. Her career spanned working as Federal Liaison 
for the City of Minneapolis, State of MN Senate Counsel, and Director of Community 
Living Supports for the Minnesota Department of Human Services. Post-retirement, she 
maintained her involvement in homelessness issues as an interim director of the Hearth 
Connection project. 

She is surviving both breast and ovarian cancer and loves the outdoors and spending 
time walking and cycling when she can. Traveling and cooking are two passions of hers 
that she shares with friends. More recently, she took up watercolor and is totally 
enjoying the process of being a very slow learner. 

She was born in Ladysmith, WI, graduated from Owatonna, MN high school and has a 
BA and law degree from the University of Minnesota. 

 


