Dear Healvhlell,

We want Yo express our profound grativtude for honoring my husband, Tom, by awarding him
a grant Yo support him ¥hrough his journey with ALS. Tom was formally diagnosed wivh ALS, which
is also known as kou Gebrig’s disease, on August 3, 2017, when he was just 59 years old. This
illness atvacks you from every conceivable angle—-psgchologicallg, men+a||5, phssicallg, and Pinancialls
Yo name a few--and mosy of them you are not prepared for. ALS has robbed us of life as we
knew i, including Tom losing his speech, his mobility, and his livelihood.

However, it has not robbed him of his mind, heart, sense of humor, or the example he sevs
for o¥hers. The words in ¥his note speak from both of our hearys. In vhe face of overwhelming
adversity, we have strived Yo live ¥hrough Tom’s ALS diagnosis with grace and dignity.

While he has also been hospitalized dozens of times, Tom wishes to live life to ivs fullest
and in our home. Consequently, ¥he progression of his disease required me o quiv work +o become
his Pull-time caregiver. Wivhout any paychecks coming in, our savings have been depleted by

relentless medical bills and ongeing household expenses.

ALS is a very alienating illness. It is so misunderstood, and not known about; ¥hat friends,
family and even some medical professionals ¥ry and keep a clear distance because they don'y
understand ¥he illness. When we heard about vhe Healvhlell Foundation, we were stunned vhay
there was someone out there who was ready, willing, and able o help us Finanaio.lls.

Pour grant has been a lifeline and a blessing Yo our family during vhis difficult ¥ime. Wirh
sincere grativude, we vhank you.

Wy

Sanford, Tlorida






